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Urban Dynamic Spaces: The Transformation from Growth Doctrine to

Structuralism
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Abstract: As urbanization processes continue to deepen, cities, undergoing profound
spatial changes, are seeking new dynamism. Under the conventional "growth doc-
trine", urban development has relied heavily on rapid industrialization, fast-paced ur-
banization, and real estate booms, with spatial manifestation in the proliferation of
new towns and new districts. However, as cities enter the era of "structuralism" cen-
tered on urban renewal, both urban dynamics and spatial forms are undergoing funda-
mental transformations. Adopting a historical-comparative approach, and drawing on
strategic planning experiences of cities in different stages, this paper identifies urban
dynamic spaces as pivotal forces driving new planning paradigms. The drivers of ur-
ban development in the new era include innovations triggered by shifts in produc-
tion models, consumption and cultural dynamics spurred by the evolving lifestyles,
and network dynamics propelled by the advancement of information technology.
These emerging dynamics necessitating the creation of new dynamic spaces and their

built environments, significantly shape contemporary urban spatial patterns.
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Tab.1 Theoretical review on urban dynamic mechanisms from the perspective of urban studies
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Tab.2 Comparison between the growth doctrine and the structuralism in urban development and planning
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Fig.1 Research framework and technical flow chart of dynamic spaces
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Fig.2 The top five features of the XGBoost Model for five types of urban dynamic spaces in Shanghai
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